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The Holy Spirit has a way of His own to say much in few words. Martin Luther
Important Reminders!
Daylight Savings Time change
on Saturday, Nov. 3.
First Tuesday on Tuesday,
November 5 at 11:30 am.
Bible Boot Camp on Mondays,
Nov 4, 11,18 & 25, from
5:30-7:30pm.
Crafts with Joy. Crafts for
Malawi on Sunday, Nov. 10.
Tuesday Bible Study Tuesdays,
November 5, 12, 19 & 20 @
10:30-11:30am at Lyn Marie’s
Coffee on Main.
Youth Club on Tuesdays, Nov.
5, 12, 19 @ 2:30-5pm. We
need your help!
Catechism on Sunday,
November 24 at 11:40.
Thanksgiving Eve worship
service Watch for further news
about this special worship
service.

Additional Events:
First Tuesday
Attendance, Offering
Coffee Hosts
Sunday School News
Harvest Fest
Council Minutes
Calendar
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p. 3
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p. 4
p. 5
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From the Pastor’s desk…
(taken from Pr. Amy’s sermon at the Presbyterian Church on Oct. 20, 2019)

It’s an honor to stand before you today and talk about God’s
generosity - a topic that is near and dear to my heart. Sometimes
when I talk about the blessings of our Lord I get so excited that my
speech speeds up and I get very animated - so I’ll try to stay calm as
we think together about “Giving God Our Best.” (And why
wouldn’t we? He gave us his best when he sent Jesus to live among
us as one of us and to die for our sake.)
First off, I have a story for you…
There was this man named Sven Larson, who was a frugal Lutheran.
He walked into his house one day, panting and almost completely
exhausted. “What happened, honey?” inquired his wife, not used to
him being a person who exercises.
“It’s a great new idea I have to be a better steward of our resources,”
he gasped. “I ran all the way home from the stewardship committee
meeting behind the bus and saved $1.50.”
“That wasn’t very bright,” replied his flustered wife. “Why didn’t
you run behind a taxi and save $10?”
Wonder what he did with that buck fifty! ? (Save it for himself? Or
use it for the kingdom of God?”
Stewardship is a tricky subject, I’m pretty sure that’s why churches
invite another pastor to come by and preach - it saves the hide of
people like Pastor James. Why do I say that - half tongue in cheek?
Because it’s the hardest part of our faith life, and the last part of
“giving everything to God” on our discipleship journey. We learn to
pray, to serve, to love without condition, we study the Scriptures, we
worship on a regular basis, which are all part of our faith formation
and development, our piety and devotion to our Lord… but even
when we’re doing really well in all of those categories of the faith
disciplines, when it comes to our money… we tend to get stuck.
Even when we are willing and ready to Give God Our Best, when it
comes to serving and loving our neighbor,….when it comes to letting
go of what we look at as “our hard earned pay checks and bank
accounts” we get a bit sheepish.
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But why is this, we might ask ourselves?
All that we have been given is a gift from our Lord, our heavenly
Father who gives all good gifts. We recognize when we have a baby
that she is a gift from God. We understand when we have been called
into service to others (like a mission trip to France, or helping at the
Inspiration station, or ringing the Salvation Army bells) that that is
God’s call and the Holy Spirit’s nudging in our lives. I mean, we
don’t take credit for that! But when it comes to money and resources,
our old sinful self can rear its ugly head and we cling to our own
“hard work” our own “efforts.” When we do that, we are shutting
God OUT. We are saying, “Lord I submit to you in all aspects of my
life —— except this one.”
You probably know that Jesus, in the gospels, spoke more about
money than any other subject except prayer. Boy did he have our
number, right? He said things like, “You cannot serve two gods: you
cannot serve God and mammon.”
“Sell all of your possessions, give the money to the poor, and then
come and follow me.”
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (We want our
hearts to be with Jesus - our greatest treasure.)
When we allow ourselves to dwell on Jesus’ teachings, it becomes
clear that holding on to our wealth keeps us from a closer
relationship to God.
In our Gospel reading this morning we heard how Jesus was
surrounded by a crowd of followers. Just before this, he told a
parable about a wedding banquet. Many were invited to come.
When the meal was prepared the servants went out to those who had
been invited but many came up with excuses why they were not able
to attend: one man bought a field and felt compelled to go out and
look at it [revel in it, survey and bask in the glory of it]; one had
purchased five teams of oxen and needed to go and inspect them; one
man just got married and so he could not come either. No one had
time. The meal was ready to be put on the table but no one desired to
come and eat. So, the host sent the servants out and brought back
those who were hungry, those who were poor, those who desired
healing. They were thrilled to be invited to the banquet. Of course
the banquet in scripture is a metaphor for the kingdom of God - here
and now and in eternity.
Then Jesus turned to the crowd and laid out this discipleship thing:
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own
life, he cannot be my disciple. Jesus, of course, does really want us
to hate our family. He’s not anti-family, He’s using exaggeration to
get our attention. “If you put anyone in front of your life with God,
then you cannot be my follower.” It’s First Commandment stuff.
You shall have no other Gods before me - not your spouse, your
continued on page 5
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November Worship Assistants
Date

8am

8am

8am

10:30 am

10:30 am

10:30 am

Both

Lector

Greeter/
Usher

Acolyte

Lector

Greeter/
Usher

Acolyte

Altar Worker

Audrey Gaston

Jim &
Ramona Thill

open

Candi Kinn

open

Kathy Pocock &
Baylee Smith

Erica Krueger

Jim &
Ramona Thill

open

Jan Weltlin

open

Kathy Pocock &
Baylee Smith

Nov 17

Jim &
Ramona Thill

open

Daniel Clinker

Harmony
Lavalley

Kathy Pocock &
Baylee Smith

Nov 24

Jim &
Ramona Thill

open

Candi Kinn

Baylee
Smith

Kathy Pocock &
Baylee Smith

Nov 3
Nov 10

Nov 27

6pm

Lector: Bonnie Gfell

Attendance and Offering:
Sept 29

88

$ 2584

Oct 6

91

$ 3554

Oct 13

88

$ 1842

Oct 20

87

Oct 27

92

Greeters/Ushers: Bret & Bonnie Gfell

Coffee Hosts

10:00-10:25

Nov 3

Bob & Sue Underwood

Nov 10

Jenn Miller

$ 1493

Nov 17

Gerbers

$ 1377

Nov 24

Jim & Ramona Thill

We are behind in 2019 by $8654 and will need $3196
each week to make our budget this year. Thank you
for your gifts in support of the Lord’s work.

Sign up sheet is in the kitchen. You
need to only provide drinks. Please
help us by signing up for this
ministry.

Sunday School News
Winners of the
Sunday School
drawing for
memorizing Bible
verses: Josiah
Watson, Cole
Myers and Henry
Hales.
Congratulations!
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Harvest Fest
hosted by Gary & Paula Underwood on Sunday, October 13.
Good weather, good food, good fellowship.
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Church Council Meeting: October 15, 2019
Present: Gary Underwood, Jim Thill, Bret Gfell,
Carolyn Adelman, Pastor Amy, Bruce Kinsel,
Charlene Henney, Dan Clinker.
Absent: Marlene Signs (vacation), Josh Judge,
Missy Kluding (with volleyball team).
Pastor Amy led us in a devotion about describing
God. Then we asked one another, “What has God
done for you this past week.”
Bruce gave a quarterly report about the investment
funds. The beginning value of the account was
$53,421 at the beginning of the year, and is now at
$60,317. Thank you to Bruce for his diligence with
this account!
Amendment to the September minutes: Carolyn was
present! :) 😊 Jim made a motion to accept the
amended minutes and treasurer’s report. Seconded
by Dan. Motion approved.
Property and Planning Team: Jim reporting. Still
waiting for Ted Caldwell to come and work on the
roof. We ordered a new exterior door for the office
entrance and two new windows for the hallway. John
Myers will install. One urinal has had the water shut
off to it as it has been leaking.
Christian Education: Carolyn reporting. She’s
heard good things about doing the same lessons in
Sunday school and worship. Monroeville Youth
Club started and we had 20 kids. We will have more
next week for sure.
Mission Team: Pastor Amy is going to Iowa to see
Shadreck Chikoti who is there on a Writer’s Retreat
at U. of Iowa for 12 weeks. We made $300+ on the
One Chip Challenge. Thanks to Dan Gaston, Dan
Smith, Jeff Little, Jeff Reineck and Clyde Anderson
for eating the chips! Thanks to everyone else for
donating.
GIFTS: We started our new Bible study at Lyn
Marie’s on Tuesdays. Boot Camp starts next
Monday.
Pastor’s Report: Wedding on October 19th (Bill
and Trisha Patterson); Isaiah Fowler will be baptized
on October 27, 2019 when our guest preacher will
be Rev. Dr. Bassam Abdallah from Prospect, KY.
Mileage for September was 140 miles.
Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Amy Little
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Pastor’s letter, continued from page 2:
parents, or even your children. All has to be in the proper
order: God first, then family, then the rest. Martin Luther
once said, “Show me where a man spends his money and
I’ll show you his God.” Just like the folks who had more
important things to do than come to the banquet - so we
have to prioritize what is most important in our lives and God demands to be number one.
Jesus goes on: “Whoever does not bear his own cross
and come after me cannot be my disciple.” When Jesus
speaks of a cross, he’s referring to death. Your cross is
not your mother in law, your step children or your boss.
There is only one cross, by the way, the cross of Calvary
where Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice for you and for
me. The sinless one who took on our flesh and became
one of us, was the holy lamb of God who takes away our
sin and replaces it with his holiness. If we want to be his
disciples we need to be ready to lose our lives - he did
promise that in losing our lives we would find our lives.
True life is with Christ alone. And he calls us to count
the cost of following him. The ultimate cost is our life.
And our lives are worth more than any treasure or wealth
we could ever accumulate on this earth.
Jesus ends this section of his message saying, “ So
therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that
he has cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:25–33).” The
word here in the original language has the meaning of
turning away, from denying all that we hold dear, being
ready to say goodbye to our possessions in order to
follow him. Loosening our grip on all that have.
Now you may be thinking to yourself, “This is pretty
bleak and kind of a downer!” But I can tell from
personal experience and I bet you can too, that following
Jesus, even with all the costs associated with true
discipleship, is the most fulfilling, most joyful, most
grace-filled existence we could ever hope for. God is so
good to us! He provides for all our needs! His love is
never ending! When you think back on your life thus far,
just remember all the times he was there for you - not too
early, and never too late - but always right on time! Just
when you needed him the most, he provided for you, he
made a way where there was no way. His gift of
forgiveness is life-changing and his promise of eternal
life is what we cling to, especially when life gets
difficult.
God gives us his very best. And he asks us - in faith - to
do the same. Amen.
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