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The Holy Spirit has a way of His own to say much in few words. Martin Luther
Important Reminders!
First Tuesday is cancelled this
month.
Bible Study on Facebook: We
have started the book of
Jonah, Mondays at 9am. Join
us.
Sunday School Sunday School
lessons will be mailed out to
you. We will let you know when
to begin in person again. See
further information on page 3.
Habitat House we need
volunteers to help accumulate
hours. Our next volunteer date
is Saturday, Sept. 19. See p. 3.
Study Tables is on hold for
now. Further information will
be forthcoming.
Red Cross Blood Drive is on
Friday, Sept. 4 from 1-7pm.
Please log onto
www.redcrossblood.org, to
schedule your appointment to
give blood.

Additional Events:
First Tuesday
Sunday School News
Attendance, Offering
Mystery Trip
Centennial Celebration
Council Minutes
Calendar

p. 1
p. 1,3
p. 4
p. 4
p. 5
p. 5
p. 6

From the Pastor’s Desk:
HOLY IS YOUR NAME

When I was in High School I remember reading a book by
author Robert Fulghum called, “All I Really Need to Know I
Learned in Kindergarten.” In this book he talks about
sharing, saying sorry, playing fair, washing your
hands, and so on. It is a lighthearted book but
one that still applies today.
One of the lines I have never forgotten came
from Fulghum’s Sunday school days when he was
learning the Lord’s Prayer. As he recited it he
uttered, “Our Father who art in heaven, Howard
be thy name.” Howard was his grandfather’s
name and thus evoked great feeling in him as a
youngster. If God was as nice as his Grandpa Howard, then
that was a heavenly Father he could be happy with.
It’s pretty cute, to be sure, but it also points us to the
question Luther raised in his Small and Large Catechisms,
“Is it important to know God’s name and what to call him
when we pray to him?” (This is my interpretation of what
Luther’s question is and how he goes about answering it.)
First of all, it’s important to remember that Luther
reordered the Catechism to move from the Law (Ten
Commandments) to the Gospel (The Apostles’ Creed) and
then on to the prescription for living the Christian life (The
Lord’s Prayer). Theologically this makes sense as we hear
the Law that convicts of our sin and are driven to the cross
where we learn what Jesus has done for us, and then are
moved to the “now what?” part of living a life of faith.
Luther couldn’t imagine a Christian who did not pray. He
made it very clear that prayer is our duty before the Lord.
As his children we are called to be in touch with him, to
listen for his voice in our lives, and come to him with our
deepest needs. Prayer is the way in which we communicate
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with God, but also it signifies our intention to be close to
him and our expresses our desire for him to draw us nearer.
We are duty bound, as those who follow Jesus, to pray. Our
life in Christ is much richer when we take time out of the
busy-ness of our daily routine to speak and listen to our
Lord and Savior. Jesus taught his disciples how to pray when
he gave them the Lord’s Prayer, and instructed them on
what to pray for at the same time.
In his explanation of the Second Commandment, Luther
already discussed the holy name of God and that we are not
to take it in vain or use it for evil, but instead we are to call
upon it in every time of trouble and use it for prayer and
worship. Now, in his explanation to the First Petition of the
Lord’s Prayer, Luther makes it plain that God’s name is holy
with or without us holding it so dearly. Our prayer, however,
is that it would be holy, precious, and sacred to us.
THE TROUBLE WE FACE

We need only turn on the radio, television, internet, or even
have a casual conversation with someone to hear the Lord’s
name being misused. Perhaps if you have grown to take the
Second Commandment and the First Petition of the Lord’s
Prayer seriously, these misuses of God’s name rub you the
wrong way. There are so many variations and tones that go
with that misuse that it seems like God isn’t real. We would
never tolerate the misuse of our spouse or child’s name!
When our name is misused, we don’t let that go without
correction. Perhaps we might consider that as part of our
faith, it is our duty to defend the Lord’s name when we hear
it being used to swear, lie, and deceive. Certainly we would
do as much for a good friend! We can also hope that the way
we treat God’s name, with reverence and devotion, will be
observed by others who might pick up on our deep respect
for the Lord.
So, does it matter how we address God? Words have
meaning and power, so I think, yes it does. When God’s
name is made holy among us, it changes our attitude toward
him. We grow in love and service to him in ways that are
often subtle, yet significant. His name isn’t “Howard,” (we
have our own Howard anyway!) but there are many other
names by which we can address our heavenly Father that
signal our aﬀection and obedience.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Amy
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TLC Sunday School will begin via Facebook on
Sunday, September 6th. We will be making a
short instructional video for students that will
air at 11am, but can then be viewed anytime.
Materials will arrive in the mail days before
the video appears. So gather all of your
materials, lessons, pencils, and bibles and
get ready for the Sunday School Train to
come!
Hopefully we will be back together in person at TLC in
October. Until then, here’s what we will be learning about:
September 6th: Choosing a New Disciple (Acts 1:12-26)
Judas had to be replaced among the Twelve.
September 13th: Peter Boldly Speaks of Jesus (Acts 4:1-22)
Peter told everyone about what Jesus had done.
September 20th: Simon Tries to Buy the Spirit (Acts 8:9-25)
A magician who saw the Holy Spirit’s power tried to buy it.
September 27th: Philip Baptizes an Ethiopian Official (Acts 8:26-40)
The Lord sent Philip to instruct a man in the Scriptures.
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Prayer List: Tom
Wingate who is in
hospice, Jane David, Jeﬀ
Doss, Bonnie (Annie
Hopkins’ mother), Tom
Sutter, Barb, Gary (Velda
Haley’s son in law),
Christine Hunt, and all
who have suﬀered at the
hands of violence or
prejudice.

Habitat
We are making lunch for
the the crews at the
Habitat House to help
donate hours toward the
Claus family, who is next
in line to receive a house.
Many hands have
contributed to the hours
at Habitat House to help
our friends earn a new
home. Our next volunteer
date is Saturday, Sept. 19.
If you would like to help
provide lunch for about 12
people, please let Pr. Amy
know. Thanks!

All Aboard for the Sunday School Train!
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September Worship Assistants
Date

8am

8am

9:30 am

9:30 am

9:30 am

Both

Lector

Acolyte

Lector

Greeter/Usher

Acolyte

Altar Worker

Sept 6

Paula
Underwood

open

Rob Ludwig

Tonia Smith

open

Charlene Henney &
Darlene White

Sept 13

Paula
Underwood

open

Rob Ludwig

Tonia Smith

open

Charlene Henney &
Darlene White

Sept 20

Paula
Underwood

open

Rob Ludwig

Kluding family

open

Charlene Henney &
Darlene White

Sept 27

Paula
Underwood

open

Rob Ludwig

Kluding family

open

Charlene Henney &
Darlene White

Mystery Trip:
Junior
Expedition
This year, grades 3 - 6
went to Columbus, Ohio
for our Mystery Trip. We
studied the “Fruits of The
Spirit” and visited The
Fire Museum, the Book
Loft, played Putt-Putt
and visited the Buckeye
Bakery. Such fun in
Columbus, Ohio!
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Church Council Minutes: August 12, 2020
Present: Gary Underwood, Dan Clinker, Jim Thill,
Bret Gfell, Charlene Henney, Marlene Signs, Lorie
Pierce, Missy Kluding, Carolyn Adelman, Pastor Amy.
Review of minutes and treasurer’s report. Dan moved
to accept both reports. Lorie seconded. Motion
carried.
Mission Team: MOCP only has half of what is
needed for tuition.
Christian Education: We will do Sunday school via
video for four Sundays in September. We hope to
resume in person in October. Mystery Trip #2 was a
great day. We had 14 kids that went to Columbus and
learned about the Fruits of the Spirit.
Property and Planning: Gary continues to work on
the memorial garden. We are obtaining some stone
pavers from the quarry for the walkway. Bret will trim
the trees on the corner of the lot. They have grown so
much and a recent wind storm brought some limbs
down. The spot where the bricks will be installed will
hold 170 bricks. We have sold only about 20 or so that
have been engraved.
GIFTs: We will start Jonah. We upped the internet to
accommodate the live feeds for worship.
Parish Life: We are on hiatus until the COVID virus
is under control.
Lorie’s Special Project: We will be making food for
the Habitat crew on two Saturdays this month. 60
North Foster St. Norwalk. Noon.
Pastor’s Report: I went out to St. Peter’s for the first
time since COVID began. We had communion
together.
We prayed the Lord’s Prayer and said goodnight!
Respectfully Submitted,

Pastor Amy Little
Attendance and Offering:
Aug 2

47

$ 3181

Aug 9

38

$ 929

Aug 16

41

$ 1682

Aug 23 42

$ 1617

We need $2267 each
week to make our
budget. When we
include online giving
through faithlife.com,
we are ahead in 2020
by $6781.96. Thank
you for continuing to
faithfully support the
Lord’s work.
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Centennial Celebration
The cost of rent and lights totaled $28 in 1920. In
1922 the Ladies’ Aid Society purchased a common
cup communion set with funds donated by the
congregation. The church had previously used the
set from Pontiac. In July 1922 the young people
formed Luther League which began with 14 charter
members. In 1925 Henry Schneider made and
donated hymn book racks for the church hymnals.
On July 4, 1926, the 150th anniversary of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence, “the church was
gorgeously decorated with patriotic colors, a large
flag covering nearly the entire wall of the church
behind the altar being prominently displayed. The
Luther League presented a patriotic and religious
pageant. Pastor Bensch presented a sermon “The
Divinely Ordered Relation Between Church and
State…with the attendants standing behind, holding
the US flag, the Church flag, and the Cross.”
In October 1928 the congregation voted to build a
balcony for Sunday School purposes at a cost of
$316.75. At this time the church was heated with a
coal stove at the rear of the church.. John
Kleinknecht came in early to start the fire, warming
the church prior to services. To celebrate the 10 year
anniversary, council recommended improvements of
an altar niche, a sacristy, basement excavated and
furnace installed, interior redecorated, new glass in
the windows and the outside of the church painted.
These projects were later delayed, due to the
depression that had hit the country..
During the 1930’s, Trinity Lutheran Church
continued to grow and change. Pastor E. William
Bensch baptized nine more souls in the church or in
the parsonage. Irvin M. Otto, from San Antonio, Tx,
and was installed as pastor on July 5, 1931 and
performed 34 additional baptisms. In August of 1933
the congregation voted to purchase a furnace as the
coal stove was too hot for those sitting in the rear of
the church and too cold for those in the front.The
bid was $340. In April 1936, the congregation voted
to replace the small reed organ with a used
electrified Estey reed organ at a cost of $575.
Edwin E Prange of Lancaster, Ohio accepted the call
to serve Trinity on April 18, 1937. By the end of 1938
the church had 152 baptized members, 116 confirmed
members, 40 in Luther League and an average of 60
Sunday School students.
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