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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
MONROEVILLE, OHIO
The Holy Spirit has a way of His own to say much in few words. Martin Luther
Important Reminders!


Pastor’s Letter

First Wednesday: May 5th
We will meet at 4:30pm for
dinner. Please join us! ALL are
welcome! On the menu is a taco
feast!

May is always a month of endings and new beginnings.
The flowers and trees are in full bloom, and everything
looks new again. At the same time we see our young
people affirming their faith and taking responsibility for
their own faith lives. They still have a lifetime of learning
about God ahead of them, just as we do! This process
of faith formation never ends as long as we have breath
in our bodies. I am often struck by how God reveals
something to us in the Scriptures - something we’ve
read a hundred times and missed - and there it is, as
plain as day! I guess that’s why we say the Scriptures are
a living Word. There is always something new to
discover there because we are always in a different
place in our lives when we read God’s Word.

Red Cross Blood drive at
TLC, is on May 7, 2021. Please
log onto

www.redcrossblood.org, to
schedule your appointment to
give blood.


Mother’s Day Brunch
@10am on May 9th. Please
join us, and bring your
mother!

Church Council:
Wednesday, May 12 @
5:30pm

VBS Meeting:
May 4 @ 6:15pm
Let’s start planning!
Mystery Trip Info

p. 5

Affirmation of Baptism:
May 23rd @ 10:30 	
p. 7

Recognition of
Graduates May 30th at
10:30am: Clay Krueger,
Reece Kluding, Beth Claus
and Evan Gaston.

Then there are the Graduations we witness and
celebrate with our young people. It’s been fun watching
our four High School graduates grow up, mature, and
venture into the world. Clay Krueger graduates from
MHS and EHOVE where he studied Diesel Mechanics.
He will continue working after graduation at Mark’s
Excavating and Trucking. Reece Kluding also graduates
from MHS. She is still undecided about her plans for the
future but is thinking about OTA school. Evan Gaston
graduates from Norwalk HS and EHOVE. Beth Claus
will also graduate from NHS and plans to attend Kent
State University in the fall. Please join me in celebrating
our young people and their accomplishments and great
character!
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REPORT FROM MALAWI
Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ,

Council
President - Jim Thil
Vice President - Carolyn
Adelma
Treasurer - Sharon Heyma
Secretary - Jennifer Miller
Christian Ed - Missy Kluding
Youth - Jennifer Miller, Pr. Amy
Parish Life - Charlene Henney
GIFTS Team - Marlene Signs &
Carolyn Adelma
Mission Team - Pr. Am
Habitat Project - Lorie Pierc
Property Team - Dan Clinker and
Bret Gfel

Staff (volunteer & paid)
MYC Director -Jenn Miller &
Tonia Smit
Volunteer Coordinator, Of ce
Assistant - Tonia Smit
Tech Guru - Nate Grif t
Organist - Andrew Mor e
Organist - Julie Roede
Custodian - Linda Myer
Pastor - Rev. Dr. Amy Littl

A long time has passed since we physically met and we
all miss you so much. The children at Kanyenyeva have
been asking why we no longer have friends from
overseas visiting us. We have explained to them the
situation we are in as a country and also what the whole
world is facing right now. We hope to see you soon
when the world returns to normal.
We rejoice in Christ and always, knowing that although
circumstances have stopped us from meeting and
seeing each other, we still share the same smiles, the
same joys, the same hope in Christ.
We have been so puzzled by your commitment, and
your love has always moved us to tears. This time, when
the world is facing a menacing pandemic, we should
have been facing a dif cult time in this part of the
world. The feeding should have stopped along with the
other programs. But you have continuously supported
the children at Kanyenyeva and with more commitment
than before. These things move us to tears and
challenge us to work hard and earnestly for the
children. We commit ourselves to Christ our Lord, to
continue serving the children and sharing the good
news of the kingdom. It is such an honor for us to be
considered worthy of this noble task.

419-465-2480

As we celebrate the resurrection of Christ our Lord, for
He is risen, forever to reign, we are so thankful for our
partnership and friendship. We are thankful that God, in
His in nite wisdom, brought us together, in ways we
cannot explain, to ful ll His mission, both in Malawi and
America, and the entire world.

Facebook page: Trinity Lutheran

May the love of Christ continue with us.

Trinity Lutheran Church
121 Broad Street
PO Box 497
Monroeville, Ohio 44847

Church, Monroeville, Ohio
Website: tlcmonroeville.com

Continued on next page…
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May He strengthen you always. May God
increase our territories.

Offering
3/28: $3976

April: Average number of children fed (in
hundreds): 850

4/4: $4281
4/11: $602
4/18: $1900
We need $2372 each week to make our
budget. Thank you for continuing to faithfully
support the Lord’s work. We are ahead by
$318 for the year so far.
You can give to the Lord’s work here at TLC by
going to https://faithlife.com/tlc-monroevillenance-team/activity
Six in high school and one in college.

There is an increase in the average
number of children. There is a food
shortage in the homes at the moment and
we hope this will soon change when
people begin to harvest.
The average number of feeding days per
week: 6 days a week. We will begin
trimming the days from May.
Number of high school students: 73
Number of boarding school students: 7.

Status of National High School attendees: Blessings Msonthi just got 14 points!! His
points qualify him for any university in Malawi. He will have to sit for entrance
examinations. Pray with us that he succeeds. He wants to go to a university in the southern
region, MUST, Malawi University of Science and Technology. We are so proud of him.
Together we have 6 students who have passed their Malawi School Certi cate of
Education. All these qualify for college or vocational training. We are yet to nd out how
many points the others have. Beginning this September then, we would love to support
these 6 students so that they attend college. The number of college students will rise to 7
since Precious is already in college. We are planning to have a special day to celebrate the
students who have passed their Malawi National Examinations this year, to encourage
them and those coming behind them.
Immediate Needs:
Soccer balls and other playground toys
Scholarship money for HS & College students
Funds for feeding the children.
JOIN US for our next Mission Meeting: May
26 @ 6pm.
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Yours in Christ,
Shadreck and Yamikani Chikoti,
Lilongwe, Malawi
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How well do you know the
mothers in the Bible?
Sonnets are full of love, and this my tome
Has many sonnets: so here now shall be
One sonnet more, a love sonnet, from me
To her whose heart is my heart’s quiet home,
To my rst Love, my Mother, on whose knee
I learnt love-lore that is not troublesome;
Whose service is my special dignity,
And she my loadstar while I go and come.
And so because you love me, and because
I love you, Mother, I have woven a wreath
Of rhymes wherewith to crown your honored name:
In you not fourscore years can dim the ame
Of love, whose blessed glow transcends the laws
Of time and change and mortal life and death.
- Christina Rosetti 1830-1894 -

We love you,

Across
2) Abel’s Mother
5) Aaron, Miriam and Moses’ Mother
7) Jesus’ mother
8) King David’s Great Grandmother
10) Samuel’s Mother
11) King Solomon’s Mother
Down
1) Jacob’s mother
3) John the Baptist’s Mother
4) Mahlon and Chilion’s mother
6) Isaac’s Mother
8) Joseph and Benjamin’s mother
9) Ishmael’s Mother

Mom!
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Please consider a gift to Malawi
Orphan Care Project (MOCP) for
feeding during this time of COVID. In
recent weeks it has gotten very bad for
our friends there. There is no work
(many people do odd jobs and piece
work). They are still feeding over 800
kids, six days a week. It costs 50 cents
per child/per meal. You can send a
check to church or mail to:

Mystery Trip (for
Middle and High
Schoolers) has been
planned for June 6-9,
2021. Cost is $150
Sign up sheet/
permission forms are
outside Pastor Amy’s
office. We have 15 slots
so sign up soon.

MOCP
c/o Janice Fisher
1171 Crestwood Drive
Mans eld, Ohio 44905
Please pray for the women of the project
who do the cooking, teaching, and
caring for the children.

We will celebrate the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism
twice this month:
May 2nd @ 10:30 am, Liam
Gerber, son of Adam and
Hannah Gerber

Robina Chindale Esnart Kambuyake

May 23 @ 8am, Kinsley
Grif th, daughter of
Nathan Grif th and
Jessica Koeckenberg.

Elise Mussa

Felicia Kaputa

Ezelet Zagwa

Florence Matope

Esther Lingisoni

Bethis Mkwichi

Loveness Limbikani

Mark your calendars
for August 8-11,
6-8:30pm.

Marlen Asamu

Lones Blessings

Monica Liranje

Lines Likitoni

Ledia Chagwa

Annie Masautso

Eneles Bikiyala

Beatrice Lorenti

Dyna Gerald

Tereza Kapite

Jemiya Loy

VBS is coming this
summer!

Starting age is 3
years old! Youth
going into grades 7
and above are
encouraged to
help!

Christian Ed meeting,
May 4th @ 5:30 followed
by a VBS meeting at
6:15pm.

Registration sheets
are available in the
church of ce.

.
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May Worship Assistants & Coffee Hosts
Date

8am Lector

8am Greeters/
Ushers

10:30am Lector

10:30am Greeters/
Ushers

Coffee Host

May 2

Audrey
Gaston

Gary & Paula
Underwood

Rob Ludwig

Velda Haley

Kathy Pocock and
Bailee Smith

May 9

Jeff Reineck

Gary & Paula
Underwood

Rob Ludwig

Debbie Ludwig

Mother’s Day
Brunch

May 16

Jeff Reineck

Bret and Bonnie
Gfell

Jan Weltlin

Sarah and Jeff
Anderson

Open

May 23

Jeff Reineck

Bret and Bonnie
Gfell

Daniel Clinker

Velda Haley

Open

May 30

Jeff Reineck

Bret and Bonnie
Gfell

Daniel Clinker

Velda Haley

Open

Altar Workers for May: Connie Brown and Amber Olson

Church Council Minutes: April 15, 2021
Present: Bret Gfell, Jim Thill, Pastor Amy, Jennifer Miller, Carolyn Adelman, Marlene Signs,
Charlene Henney, Lori Pierce, Dan Clinker.
Pastor Amy led us in a devotion on Psalm 62.
The Treasurer's Report, Investment Report and Minutes from our last meeting were
reviewed. Lori made motion to accept, Bret seconded the motion, motion carried.
Property and Planning Team: Bret reporting. Nothing new to report. Jeff Little will be
taking care of mowing for the summer. Bret will look into the security light to get it
replaced. We have two signs out front, and would like to salvage what we can from the
one and combine it into the other.
Christian Education: Missy reporting. Easter went very well. Bible School August 8th 11th, same theme as last year since we did not have it. Hand out yers at the Memorial
Day parade. Last day of Sunday School will be on May 23rd as well as Con rmation. We
will honor the graduates on May 30th at 10:30 am service. (Beth Claus, Clay Krueger, Evan
Gaston, and Reece Kluding).
Parish Life: Charlene reporting. First Wednesday went very well. We are going to keep it
going, rst Wednesdays are at 4:30. Planning on a Mother’s day brunch and Father’s day
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brunch. Cake and punch on May 23rd for con rmation and graduates on May 30th. Make
sure people know that the monthly dinners are for everyone. (Continued on next page).
GIFTS Team: Carolyn & Marlene reporting. Nothing new to report. Just nished up with
Lent, it went very well, and had great attendance.
Mission Team: Pastor Amy reporting. Received a letter from Shadreck with updates on
how things are going over there. Meeting next Wednesday to discuss going to Malawi
next year. Possibly hold another dinner with some auction items.
Habitat Project: Lorie reporting. Just fed them over at the shop. They love our food!
Hoping to break ground within the next 2 weeks.
Youth Team: Jennifer reporting. Mystery trip scheduled for the older kids June 6-9th.
One day trip for the younger kids possibly in June or July.
Pastor’s Report: Con rmation on May 23rd at 10:30 service, Nathan Anderson, Nora
Long, Samuel Clinker, Andrew Claus, and Hayden Corbin. Carolyn made a motion to
accept the con rmands into the full membership of the church. Lorie seconded. Baptism
on May 2nd for Liam Gerber. April 28th Angie Swanbeck & Jenn Rif e are putting
together a gathering to try to get some of our younger adults together. June 13th Mary
Lynn Sutter will be preaching for Pastor. July 18th and July 25th she is still planning to be
gone.
New Business: Jim thanked Pastor for the Lenten service saying they are always very
motivational. Thanks to Don & Jan Weltlin for handling the counting of offering over the
years, and to Ramona for stepping in. Dan & Erica Clinker are taking over. Thank you to
Bret and Carolyn for handling the service on April 11th while Pastor Amy was away.
Looking to nd a replacement for Susan. Jennifer was asked if she would be interested,
she accepted.
Motion to Adjourn made by Lorie, Seconded by Carolyn. Motion carried. We prayed the
Lord’s Prayer and said “Good Night.”
Respectfully Submitted, Jennifer Miller, Secretary of Council

On May 23rd, Pentecost, these young people will be
affirming their Baptism at the 10:30 service:
Nora Long

Nathan Anderson

Andrew Claus

Hayden Corbin

Samuel Clinker
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