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Pastor’s Report  
Greetings, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord; the way, the truth, and the life; 
our only salvation. 

It is my sincere pleasure to have been called by this congregation on October 11, 
2022. Work as your pastor began for me that same day, work which is different in 
accountability in regard to the work I performed for you prior to that day. I hope 
and pray that we may serve together well enough that this is my last call as a 
pastor and from which I may one day retire. 

As far as short-term goals are concerned, I will strive to be a better pastor in this 
particular context known as Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Monroeville, Ohio. 
The disciplines required to do this include continued biblical study, prayer on 
behalf of this particular community and its role serving beyond itself, continuing 
education in the company of my peers, strengthening of new relationships within 
the community, and visitation to facilitate the latter. 

This last year brought me into Trinity’s current worship norms in such a way that I 
had to adjust my normal routines for presiding while providing a few minor 
adjustments to Trinity’s routine so it could remain welcoming to visitors and 
potential new members. This must have been a Holy Spirit moment with the recent 
influx of curious worshipers from St. John Lutheran Church which recently closed. 
Our council having discussed these neighbors in Christ, we welcome them as they 
feel so called to worship with us, and furthermore to join us on a more permanent 
basis as members. 

I leave the reporting of successful ministries to the other committees presenting 
herein, but I confess my joy at seeing the Sunday school, after-school and adult 
education ministries attracting so much joyful participation.  

The following pastoral acts and membership milestones occurred in 2022: 

Receipt of Members Name Date Means 

 Thomas P. Sutter April 21, 2022 Letter of Transfer 

 Mary L. Sutter April 21, 2022 Letter of Transfer 

 Josiah W. Watson-Collins April 21, 2022 Letter of Transfer 

 Griffin Mattis Cress November 5, 2022 Baptism 
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 Monica C. Barman November 20, 2022 Affirmation of Baptism 

 Daniel I. Pennington November 20, 2022 Installation as Pastor 

 Arnold Edward Underwood November 27, 2022 Baptism 

 Jacob P. Underwood November 27, 2022 Affirmation of Baptism 

 Alayna G. Underwood November 27, 2022 Affirmation of Baptism 

    
Loss of Members Name Date Means 

 Phyllis S. Dietrich March 23, 2022 Deceased 

 Jerry L. Querin March 29, 2022 Deceased 

 Clifford C. Hahn April 22, 2022 Deceased 

 Mary A. Guenther August 26, 2022 Deceased 

 Howard D. Graffice October 27, 2022 Deceased 

 Richard H. Boehler November 8, 2022 Deceased 

 N. Violet Herner December 7, 2022 Deceased 

 

We celebrate the saints triumphant and welcome the new saints among us. Thanks 
be to God! 

Grace and peace, always, 

 

Rev. Daniel I. Pennington 
 
 

President’s Report 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

As I complete my sixth year on council, I give thanks to my fellow council members 
and the congregation of Trinity.  You all made my position as president enjoyable 
and a pleasure to serve.  The year 2022 was a transition year for us. Under the 
pastoral leadership of Pastor Patti Abel, we continued our mission of the church. I 
commend our call committee for the hard work and time they devoted to the 
search for a new pastor. For those that attended the congregational workshop, we 
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were asked, "What has your church done or accomplished the past couple years?"  
We were amazed and so were the presiding pastors of what Trinity has 
accomplished. We literally reach around the world!  

We now start a new chapter welcoming Pastor Dan. We look forward to hearing 
God's Word and growing in faith with his weekly message. As with any new pastoral 
leadership there will be changes. I ask that we all keep an open mind and remember 
to keep our eyes focused on the church's mission. If you haven't already, please 
introduce yourself to Pastor Dan and share your love of the Lord with him.  

Pastor Dan and I were talking just the other day about our members. EVERYONE in 
the congregation has a talent! All these talents keep our church moving forward 
with God's mission. Congregation participation is high in all we do. I have many I 
want to thank for their time and devotion. My "go to" persons have always been 
Tonia and Jennifer. They always have the answers I needed. Our financial 
secretary Bruce Kinsel keeps our records of giving and provides members with 
their yearend statement. Bruce also manages the church's Fidelity accounts and 
keeps council informed of its performance. Sharon Heyman has been our secretary 
for several years and provides council with a treasurers report every month. Her 
reports are thorough and easy to understand. The yearly audit of the church books 
are always straightforward and neat. Thank you, Dan Clinker for counting the 
offering every Sunday. Our church is cleaned by Linda Myers and is always ready 
to go when we need it. Lutherans have always been known for their singing and we 
are blessed to have Andrew and Julie as our organists. Thank you to Kathy Pocock 
for filling in at organist when needed. The future of our church, the children, have 
the best Sunday school teachers! Their dedication can be seen in the faces of the 
kids. Thank you to our altar workers, greeters, and communion assistants. 

As always do not hesitate to bring any concerns or issues to any council members. 
We welcome Gary, Monica, and Rob to council. 
 
Jim Thill, Council President 
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Property and Planning Report 
Although we did not have any major projects in 2022 concerning the upkeep and 
maintenance of our church property, there were still many less noticeable projects 
that were completed to keep our facilities operating properly to continue doing 
God’s work.  
Some of these tasks completed by the Property and Planning Team included: 

 Men’s room urinal repaired.  
 Light outside kitchen door repaired.  
 Toilet leak fixed in Handicapped restroom.  
 Furnace filters replaced.  
 Lavatory faucet in men’s restroom repaired.  
 Weeds were sprayed periodically around property.  
 Storm windows protecting the stained glass above Altar  were repaired and 

reglazed.  
 Exterior entrance area of Sunday school wing was power washed by Gary 

Underwood.  
 Women’s restroom lavatory faucet was replaced.  
 New sump pump was installed in the basement by Gary.   
 Ridge vent of social hall was repaired after being torn off in windstorm.    
 Communication cable from office to Sanctuary was rerouted below floor to 

eliminate trip hazard.  Thank you to Pastor Dan and his son Zach for their 
assistance.  

In other actions, the council switched trash removal contractor to save money, and 
also contracted with Miller Landscaping for snow removal on an “as needed 
basis”.   Thanks to Linda Meyers for keeping our church clean and tidy.  
We would like to thank Jeff Little and Jim Pocock for cutting and trimming grass 
on the property.  Thank you to Alex Schuller for bringing a lift to remove the 
storm windows above Altar for repair, also Brayden Schuller for removing brush 
pile behind the building. 

Thanks to everyone, in any way, who assisted in maintaining our facilities.  
As for 2023, some painting in the Sunday School wing area is being planned. Other 
projects to be discussed include possible upgrades in Sanctuary and kitchen.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bret Gfell 
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GIFTS- Growing in Faith Together 
Our theme for 2022 was “God and You in 2022. Focus on God in your daily life.”.  

Our online Bible Study continued January 17 thru February 14 on Monday evenings 
via Facebook.  

Reviving the Aging Church, a practical guide by Rev. Bradley Hales, was a four-week 
study guide to help rural churches grow with the tools they have! 

For Lent our online study was Road to Coronation, a study of four passion 
narrations by Harry Wendt, held March 7 thru April 11 based on the Four Gospels. 

April 24, we began an intense study. Pastor Amy Little lead the group. NALC – Life 
to Life Discipleship – an experience in intentional discipleship for Congregations. 
This was a 22-week commitment, with daily readings and questions and Sunday 
service reflection. Weekly zoom online class plus small group meetings on Sunday at 
8am. Trinity had great participation with about 18 people. Thank you Ludwig’s for 
hosting a dinner following the last session in August. We would really like to offer 
this study to others in small, short sessions. 

In 2023 our goal is to, once again, offer Bible Studies in person! Men, women, what 
day? Time? Please share in what you would like to be offered. 

Thank you, 

~Carolyn Adelman, Marlene Signs, Darlene White & Tonia Smith ~  

Worship Team 
I would like to thank everyone that has helped this past year with reading, 
greeting, and ushering, acolyting and altar duty which oil candles filled, altar cloths 
cared for, and communion prepared and cleaned up. I would like to thank each of 
you, but I would be afraid I’d forget someone for it does take a lot of people to 
care for our services. From flowers always to beautify the altar to wine for 
communion our family is very blessed. 

A great big Thank You to Ramona Thill for taking care of the funeral luncheons. 
This is a beautiful ministry to our families in time of their grief. 

This past year I have asked people to do Altar duty that have never done it 
before, and I can say – no one has said no! Thank You! 

~Carolyn Adelman & Tonia Smith~ 
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TLC Youth 
In 2022 we planned two Mystery Trips for the kids. The first trip for Middle and 
High School kids was spent in Hocking Hills for four days. We took a group of 10 
kids and 6 adults. Our theme was God will Guide. Lessons were based around Family 
Faith and how to apply our Faith to our everyday lives. The kids took at least one 
hike each day while we were 
there, and of course we had 
some swim time. 
Unfortunately, due to lack of 
signs ups we cancelled the 
Mystery Trip for the younger 
kids. We hope to get those 
younger kids interested and 
be able to take them all on an 
adventure next year. 

We look forward to whatever journey we can take with the kids next year. 

We had 2 sessions of Youth Club planned for the 2022 year. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances we had to cancel our January session. We were excited to get back 
in the Fall with the first of session for the new school year.  We had an unusually 
small group this year with a total of 10 kids. Our theme was Walk with Jesus, we 
spent time cooking, playing games, and doing crafts and our lessons focused on the 
Walks of Jesus. We have another session set to start in January 2023.   

Our annual passing out candy consisted of 2 kids this year 5 adults. I think some of 
the adults had more fun dressing up than the kids did. 

Thank you for entrusting us with your children and allowing us to take them on 
adventures all while sharing and learning the Word of God. 

~Jennifer Miller~ 
 

Christian Education 
For our community projects this year we delivered granola bars, candy, apples, and 
waters to the Monroeville Teachers during conferences. School supplies were also 
collected and delivered to the Monroeville Public school. For St. Patrick’s Day we 
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delivered cookies to the city workers, fire, water and Police Dept, the library and 
post office. 

Easter, we had our annual breakfast and egg hunt. 

We continued the first half of the year by studying the New Testament, the 
curriculum is from Sola Publishing. Our Sponsor a Sunday School Program 
continued. We want the kids to know we are praying 
and supporting them. 

To welcome the kids back after Christmas break we 
had a hot cocoa bar and in February for Valentines we 
had a special drink for them. 

We ended the 2021-2022 Sunday school year on May 
15 with a Mystery Friend Reveal Breakfast and 
games. 

On Sunday May 29th we honored the High School 
Graduates. 

Mystery Trip was held in Hocking Hills June 20-23. The kids had an amazing time. 
Around 8 kids attended. The one day Mystery Trip was cancelled due to lack of 
interest. We plan to bring it back this year. 

VBS was held on August 7-10. The theme was Monumental. We had around 52 kids 
attend. They all enjoyed themselves and loved the music. Our Mission for VBS was 
for Norwalk Food Bank. We collected a big container of food. They were very 
grateful. 

The teachers held our annual Christian Ed Retreat August 27. We planned for the 
2022-2023 Sunday School year. The theme for 2022-2023 was “Walk with Jesus!”  

We continued the Prayer board that was put up in the hallway and handed out 
prayer partners for the Sunday School kids. 

Monthly attendance award baskets also continued. 

Rally day was held on September 11, we walked around town leaving tin boxes with 
notes in them and had pancakes.  

This year we will be studying the New Testament. 
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TLC Adult Sunday School leaders are Rob and Debbie Ludwig. Each Sunday they 
are exploring the weekly Lectionary and Gospel 
Reflections. 

Our outreach program “Youth Club” started 
October 26 and ran for 4 weeks. T-shirts were 
made for the kids that attended. 

October 16th we “Walked with Jesus” on the 
bike trail. It was a beautiful day to continue our 
disciple training.  

At the end of October our Jr. High and High 
school kids passed out candy during trick or 
treat. 

December 3, we held our first fundraiser for the Mystery Trips by hosting a 
parents night out from 5:15-9:30pm. 

At Christmas instead of a program the younger kids sang a 
Christmas song during children’s time. During Sunday School 
kids made soap, Christmas cards, Rice Krispie treats and 
made a craft. 

Catechism classes started in August and is being held 
during Sunday School time. Carolyn Adelman, Lorie Pierce 
and Lori Griffith are the helpers/teachers.  

Confirmations last year were Baylee Smith, and Madyson 
Miller. 

The goal of Christian formation is to raise up disciples of 
Jesus Christ. The Church family needs to help us achieve this. In this broken world 
we all need to bring it upon ourselves to help the kids have a relationship with God. 

Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to such as these. (Matthew 19:14) 
 
Thanks for you continued support. 
Christian Ed and the Children of Trinity Lutheran Church 
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Sewing Group 
We sew the first and third Wednesday of the month.  We donated over 50 quilts 
to charities.  We also made and donated pillowcases and pillowcase dresses. We 
made about 150 ornaments for the journey. 
 

The Journey to Bethlehem 
This year the Journey to Bethlehem returned.  While the actual Journey itself was 
scaled back from previous years, the story of Jesus’ birth was still told.  Visitors 
started their journey in the church, going on to meet a centurion, shepherds, 
innkeepers, a midwife, and wisemen.  The journey came to an end at the manger 
scene, where Mary and Joseph were watching over baby Jesus, while the animals 
looked on.  Visitors were able to spend a few minutes taking in the scene as well as 
petting the animals.  They finished up with cookies, cocoa, and fellowship in the 
church hall.  On the way out, all attendees received an ornament to remind them of 
the experience.   

New this year was the coordination with the Village of Monroeville.  The Village 
promoted the event and Trinity provided carolers at the park and Pastor Dan did 
the prayer.  All in all, 250-plus people came through the journey and many left with 
positive feedback.  People were very happy to see this tradition return! 

~Lori Griffith~ 

Mission Team 
The mission team had a successful year of carrying out our focus of serving others 
in the name of Christ outside of our church walls.  We started the year fundraising 
for our trip to Malawi.  We raffled off gift baskets and lottery trees.  We also 
sold different plant bulbs around Easter time.  Gary Underwood and Monica Barman 
travelled to visit our friends in Malawi, Africa from July 11th to July 23rd.  Their 
trip mission was to spread the word of Christ by using their individual gifts God 
has given them.  While there Monica taught 98 high school aged students about 
using their gifts that God has given them.  We were able to provide the students 
with notebooks, pens, and a hot lunch.  While Monica was teaching, Gary was 
working away at the project fixing things.  He assisted in fixing their well, poured 
new concrete cooktop stoves and reset their swing sets.  

Our congregation was also able to collect and donate clothing, books, other various 
school materials, and soccer balls to the kids at the orphan project.  In late August 
a member of our congregation pledged to fund a new high school student’s tuition 
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to attend university.  The high school student, Leonard, was able to begin his fall 
semester on time. We thank the congregation for their continuous support for our 
mission team.  It is so important to create a discipleship community outside of our 
walls.  We look forward to another successful year! 

~Monica Underwood~ 
. 

Parish Life 
Thank you to Tonia Smith, Jennifer Miller, Lorie Pierce and Pat McDonald for 
always being available to help when asked. You are the BEST TEAM!  

March 2022 
 We had a Lenten season soup supper on March 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th.  

April 2022 
We held our final Soup Supper on April 6th. Maundy Thursday Dinner was 
served on April 14th.  Cake was served for the two confirmands, Baylee 
Smith & Madyson Miller on June 10th. 

May 2022 
Mother’s Day Breakfast was held on May 8th.  Graduation Recognition was 
held on May 29th. We had 9 graduates this year. We were joined by 2, 
Christian Clinker & Brayden Schuller, for cake and punch after church 
service.  

June 2022 
We served Father’s Day Breakfast on June 19th.  

July 2022 
 We started our “Second Sunday Potluck” on July 10th. It was well attended. 
September 2022 

We had a “Second Sunday Potluck planned for September 11th. This was 
postponed until September 25th in order to have a Meet & Greet for Pastor 
Dan. We served cake and punch for a farewell to Pastor Patti after her final 
service on September 18th. 

November 2022 
We served appetizers to all who attended the Installation Service for 
Pastor Dan on November 20th. The beginning of Advent Season Soup Suppers 
started on November 30th. Cake was served on November 27th for the 
Baptism of Arnold Underwood. 
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December 2022 
 We held Soup Suppers on December 7th, 14th and 21st. On Sunday December 
11th we served cookies and hot chocolate for all who attended the return of “The 
Journey to Bethlehem”. Thanks to all who supplied cookies. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Schuller 
 

 

2022 Giving Summary 
In 2022 total giving was $101,809.18 ($5,020.47 of which came through online 
giving via faithlife.com). 

Fidelity Investment Account Balance as of Dec 31, 2022: $79,261.24 

Capital Improvement Fund Balance: $493.45 

Memorial Fund Savings Balance: $6,129.13 

Malawi Mission Trip Fund Balance: $4,812 

American Legion Fund (Good Shepherd) Balance: $- 

Mary and Joseph Fund Balance (Christmas aid): $532.86 

Change for Charity donations: $1,770 

Malawi Orphan Care Project: $408 

Malawi Food: $671 

Malawi Scholarship: $325 

Ohio Mission District NALC: $500 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Line Item 2022 Budget Amount 2022 Actual Spending 

Pastor’s Salary $35,000 $28,543 

Social Security $3,596 $2,183 

Housing Allowance $12,000 - 

Pension & Disability Ins. $4,968 $2,144 

Continuing Education $700 $1,405 

Mileage $2,000 $2,582 

Musicians $5,200 $4,476 

Custodian $3,700 $3,543 

Admin. Assistant $6,500 $5,887 

Utilities $11,500 $10,387 

Supply Pastors $300 $230 

Taxes $1,500 $1,182 

Insurance $3,500 $3,807 

Bulletin, Supplies, Copier $6,000 $4,909 

Music $100 $- 

Christian Ed. Team $750 $145 

Parish Life Team $1,500 $1,120 

Mission Team $50 $- 

Worship $1,500 $2,052 

Miscellaneous $100 $- 

Benevolence to NALC $7,000 $6,305 

Annual Convention $1,000 - 

Total $108,464 $81,350 


